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Yaa Halla Y’All's Stars Will Shine Brightly in North Texas
Four family-friendly shows this August will transform the 
Grapevine Convention Center into an international dance and music event
COLLEYVILLE, TEXAS, Aug. 2, 2013 — Every August, the Colleyville-based Isis Foundation brings the biggest names and brightest new stars in Middle Eastern dance and music to the forefront of the North Texas entertainment scene with its annual “Yaa Halla Y’All: A Gathering of the Stars in Texas.”  “Yaa halla” means “welcome” in Arabic. This year’s event will be held at the Grapevine Convention Center, Aug. 15-18.

This family-friendly, four-day event features workshops for students at all levels, led by internationally acclaimed star teachers and performers in belly dance and Middle Eastern drum. Each evening, the doors are opened to the public for a night of breathtaking performances by professional, amateaur and student dancers and musicians.

“We pride ourselves on wowing students and audiences each year at Yaa Halla,” said Isis Bartlett, founder and creative director for The Isis Foundation, sponsor of the annual August event. “Our team works extremely hard every year to bring together a superstar lineup, and this year is no exception.”

This year’s star instructors and performers include:

· Chicago’s Jasmin Jahal, who was mentored by the late Ibrahim Farrah and has been dancing since the age of four.
· Silvia Salamanca is an internationally acclaimed performer and instructor from Mallorca, Spain.

· Aziza, an award-winning dancer and instructor based in Quebec, Canada, and a member of the Bellydance Superstars troupe.

· California’s Suhaila Salimpour has been dancing since the age of two and carries on her mother Jamila’s legacy of belly dancing through her teaching and performances.

· Instructor, choreographer and performer Mia Sha'uri of Puerto Rico won Yaa Halla’s 2008 and 2009 People Choice Solo Cabaret awards. 

· Internationally acclaimed Middle Eastern percussionists Mary Ellen Donald, Issam Houshan, and Miguel Crespo bring decades of experience from their studies and travels around the world. 
· Kede, a Dallas/Fort Worth native, is a founding member of the Bedford, Texas-based Wings of Isis professional performing troupe and award-winning performer and choreographer. 

· Miami-based Virginia was mentored by Yousry Sharif, and her award-winning style stays true to her Egyptian roots.

Additional star instructors and full bios are available online at www
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In addition to star performances, Thursday and Friday evening shows include The Yellow Rose of Texas belly dance competition, with categories for professional and “rising star” dancers — solos, duets and troupes — in both cabaret and tribal fusion styles. Winners in each category area chosen by a panel of judges and by audience vote.

Saturday night’s ‘Show of Stars’ will feature the 2013 Yellow Rose of Texas winners, as well as Yaa Halla’s star instructors, and winners of previous Yellow Rose of Texas competitions who are attending this year’s event.

Sunday’s performances will showcase the talents of students at Isis Star Dancer Studio and, again, Yaa Halla’s belly dance and drum star instructors.

Tickets are available online for the public in advance for $15 for the Thursday, Friday and Sunday shows, and for $23 for Saturday’s “Show of Stars” at www
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Belly dancers and drummers interested in participating in any of the workshops can register up to and including the days of the event. More information and registering is available online at www
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###

For more information, or to schedule interviews with Isis or other local studio dancers, call the Isis Star Dancer Studio at (817) 498-7703, or contact Public Relations Coordinator Angie Kilbourne at (847) 313-5469.

High-resolution photos of Isis, visiting instructors and noted dancers with the Isis Star Dancer Studio are included. The entire press kit, as well as separate downloads for photos, releases and bios, is available online at www.isisandthestardancers.com/YH2013/media/media.html. Video of dancers is available by request. More information about Yaa Halla Y’all, The Isis Foundation and the Isis Star Dancer Studio is available online at www.isisandthestardancers.com.

About the Isis Foundation
The Isis Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit entity whose purpose is to broaden and enlighten the general public's awareness of the related cultural aspects of Middle Eastern dance. This focus includes enhancing artistic, educational and cultural opportunities for teachers, dancers and musicians to study, educate and perform this ancient art in the highest possible professional manner. The foundation is the sponsor of Yaa Halla,Y'All and the Star Dancer Cultural Dance Team. The international belly dance magazine, The Belly Dance Chronicles, is published quarterly to promote the art of Middle Eastern dance and music.
About the Isis Star Dancer Studio and Academy of Performing Arts
Based in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex, the Isis Star Dancer Studio and Academy of Performing Arts encompasses a family of Middle Eastern (belly dance) and Polynesian (hula) dancers, as well as Middle Eastern drummers (doumbek) and Zumba fitness aficionados. The studio offers a variety of dance, drum, and fitness classes and exciting entertainment offerings.
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