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Middle Eastern Belly Dance, Drum Stars 
to Descend on Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex
2013 Yaa Halla Y’All gives North Texas a taste of local, national and international belly dancing and Middle Eastern drum talent
COLLEYVILLE, TEXAS, Aug. 2, 2013 — In its 13th consecutive year, the upcoming Yaa Halla Y’All: A Gathering of the Stars in Texas is bringing some of the hottest names in Middle Eastern dance and music right into North Texas’s backyard at the Grapevine Convention Center, Aug. 15-18. 

“‘Yaa halla’ means ‘welcome’ in Arabic. And in Texas, we give the hundreds of dancers and drummers who show up each year a hearty ‘Yaa halla, y’all!’ with a lineup of star instructors they won’t find elsewhere,” said Isis Bartlett, founder and creative director for The Isis Foundation, sponsor of the annual August event. “We are so excited to not only offer students the opportunity to study with these outstanding teachers, but we can hardly wait to showcase these fabulous entertainers in a family-friendly setting for four nights, giving North Texans a rare chance to see performances from stars and upcoming talent under the same roof.”

The four-day event will feature internationally acclaimed star teachers and performers leading workshops in cabaret and fusion belly dance and in Middle Eastern drumming for students at all levels. Each evening is capped off with a show featuring professional, amateur and student performers.

Yaa Halla Y’All also include The Yellow Rose of Texas belly dance competition, with categories for professional and “rising star” dancers — solos, duets and troupes — in both cabaret and tribal fusion styles. Winners in each category area chosen by a panel of judges and by audience vote.

Thursday night’s show includes Yellow Rose of Texas competitions in the Rising Star category, for nonprofessional dancers in fusion/alternative and cabaret styles, with separate divisions for solo performers and duets/trios. Thursday night also includes competition for professional dancers performing solos in the fusion/alternative style.

On Friday, troupes of more than four dancers will compete in fusion/alternative and cabaret styles, along with professionals performing solos in the cabaret style.

Saturday night’s Show of Stars will feature the 2013 Yellow Rose of Texas winners, as well as Yaa Halla’s star instructors from local, national and international stages, and winners of previous Yellow Rose of Texas competitions who are attending this year’s event.

Sunday’s performances will showcase the talents of students at Isis Star Dancer Studio and, again, Yaa Halla’s belly dance and drum star instructors.

The shows each night are open to the public. Tickets are available online in advance for $15 for the Thursday, Friday and Sunday shows, and for $23 for the Saturday “Show of Stars” at www
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Belly dancers and drummers interested in participating in any of the workshops can register up to and including the days of the event. More information and registering is available online at www
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For more information, or to schedule interviews with Isis or other local studio dancers, call the Isis Star Dancer Studio at (817) 498-7703, or contact Public Relations Coordinator Angie Kilbourne at (847) 313-5469.

High-resolution photos of Isis, visiting instructors and noted dancers with the Isis Star Dancer Studio are included. The entire press kit, as well as separate downloads for photos, releases and bios, is available online at www.isisandthestardancers.com/YH2013/media/media.html. Video of dancers is available on demand. More information about Yaa Halla Y’all, The Isis Foundation and the Isis Star Dancer Studio is available online at www.isisandthestardancers.com.

About the Isis Foundation
The Isis Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit entity whose purpose is to broaden and enlighten the general public's awareness of the related cultural aspects of Middle Eastern dance. This focus includes enhancing artistic, educational and cultural opportunities for teachers, dancers and musicians to study, educate and perform this ancient art in the highest possible professional manner. The foundation is the sponsor of Yaa Halla,Y'All and the Star Dancer Cultural Dance Team. The international belly dance magazine, The Belly Dance Chronicles, is published quarterly to promote the art of Middle Eastern dance and music.
About the Isis Star Dancer Studio and Academy of Performing Arts
Based in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex, the Isis Star Dancer Studio and Academy of Performing Arts encompasses a family of Middle Eastern (belly dance) and Polynesian (hula) dancers, as well as Middle Eastern drummers (doumbek) and Zumba fitness aficionados. The studio offers a variety of dance, drum, and fitness classes and exciting entertainment offerings.
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